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Parapsychology  Laboratory 
Duke  University 


November,   1958 


Professor  Huntington  and  the  Press  Release  on  the 
Statistics  of  ESP 


It  is  now  well  known  that  about  twenty 
years  ago  an  important  public  statement 
was  made  by  an  official  of  the  Institute  of 
Mathematical  Statistics  concerning:  the 
mathematics  used  in  the  ESP  investiga- 
tions. Very  few  people  know  the  whole 
.story,  however,  and  there  is  much  vague- 
ness as  to  just  what  actually  was  repre- 
sented by  this  statement.  It  is  time  a 
record  should  be  made  of  what  is  known 
about  it,  for  it  seems  to  have  been  one 
of  the  more  decisive  events  in  the  history 
of  parapsychology,  at  least  in  this  country. 

However,  to  understand  the  event,  its 
orgins,  and  its  significance,  a  few  in- 
troductory remarks  about  the  setting  are 
necessary.  By  the  fall  of  1937,  reaction 
to  the  ESP  investigations  initiated  at 
Duke  was  approaching  something  of  a 
climax.  In  the  first  major  wave  of  criti- 
cal attention  to  ESP,  the  attacks  were 
concentrated  on  the  statistical  methods. 
These  statistical  criticisms  were,  it  is 
true,  not  offered  by  mathematicians ; 
Tj^^'.  they  came  almost  entirely  from 
p«§Bnologists.  Even  the  Scientific  Month- 
ly, which  had  invited  and  had  given 
wide  currency  to  the  most  vigorous  of 
these  attacks  on  the  mathematics,  was  then 
edited  by  a  psychologist,  Dr.  McKeen 
Cattell,  and  the  article  was  written  by 
another,  Dr.  Chester  E.  Kellogg. 

Many  mathematicians,  on  the  other 
hand,  had  for  several  years  taken  an  active 
interest  in  the  methods  of  evaluation  used 
by  ESP  investigators.  A  number  of  ex- 
perts in  the  field  of  probability  had  visited 
the  Laboratory  at  Duke  and  several  had 
given  active  counsel  on  the  special  prob- 
lems confronting  the  research  workers 
in  ESP.  The  late  Professor  Edward 
V.  Huntington  of  Harvard  had  been  per- 
haps the  most  interested  and  helpful. 


Such  was  the  background  when  the 
Institute  of  Mathematical  Statistics  met 
in  Indianapolis  late  in  December  of  1937. 
There  were  indications  from  the  program 
and  from  other  sources  that  the  statistical 
methods  used  in  ESP  investigations  were 
to  be  a  topic  of  discussion.  On  the  eve- 
ning of  December  30.  at  the  close  of  the 
formal  program,  a  group  of  members  who 
were  interested  in  the  ESP  controversy 
met  informally  under  the  leadership  of 
Professor  Huntington  to  consider  wheth- 
er some  group  action  ought  to  be  taken 
to  clarify  the  confusion  prevailing  over 
the  techniques  of  evaluation  used  in  ESP 
research.  No  record  or  minutes  of  the 
meeting  are  available,  nor  even  the  num- 
ber of  persons  who  attended  the  meeting 
recorded,  but  the  final  action  taken  is 
now  one  of  the  best  known  events  in 
parapsychology. 

Following  discussion,  this  group  author- 
ized one  of  its  members,  Professor  Bur- 
ton H.  Camp,  newly  elected  President 
of  the  Institute,  to  issue  a  press  release 
to  read  as  follows  : 

Dr.  Rhine's  investigations  have  two 
aspects :  experimental  and  statistical. 
On  the  experimental  side  mathema- 
ticians, of  course,  have  nothing  to  say. 
On  the  statistical  side,  however,  re- 
cent mathematical  work  has  established 
the  fact  that,  assuming  that  the  ex- 
periments have  been  properly  per- 
formed, the  statistical  analysis  is 
essentially  valid.  If  the  Rhine  investi- 
gation is  to  be  fairly  attacked,  it  must 
be  on  other  than  mathematical 
grounds. 

(signed)    Burton  H.  Camp,  President, 

Institute     of     Mathematical     Statistics 

Coming,  as  this  statement  did,  over  the 

name  of  the  President  of  the  Institute  of 
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W.      GOD    IS    ALL   TRUTH 

\\.  Sincerity  is  the  basis  of  all    truths   and    truth, 


Mi"  ^' 


the  basis  of  all  good  actions :  no  action  is  good 

without   truth    and    no   truth    is   truth    without 

Sincerity.     It  is  the  law   which    holds  good  for 

all  the  human    beings    of  the  world. 

■0 

Truth    is   the    light    which    emanates    from    God 
and   reflects   from   the  heart  which   is  pure  and 
facing  towards   Him.  All    others  are  but  second- 
hand  pedlars. 


GOD'S    MESSAGES. 
PART  II. 


Published  in  obedience    to  God's  commandment 
for  the  good  of   mankind. 


By 
ZAMIR  HUSAIN  QURAISHY,  B.A.,LLB., 

KAPURTHALA. 

The  Punjab, 

(India). 
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*^2    ^jrirttualtam 

The  Light  of  the  World 


Out  of  the  shadows  of  the  past  the  world  is  mov- 
ing into  the  light;  it  is  daybreak  everywhere!  And  on 
the  horizon  of  the  human  mind,  Spiritualism  is  dawn- 
ing,    bringing    a     brighter    and     kindlier    light     to    all. 
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